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Putting commas round apparently amounts to the insertion of
a further clause, such as, Though you would not think they
could be such fools. But what the precise contents of the
further clause may be is problematic. At any rate, a writer
should not invite us to read between the lines unless he is
sure of two things: what he wants to be read there; and that
we are likely to be willing and able readers of it. The same
is true of many words that are half adverbs and half conjunc-
tions, like therefore. We have the right to comma them off
if we like; but, unless it is done with a definite purpose, it
produces perplexity as well as heaviness. In the first of the
next two examples, there is no need whatever for the commas.
In the second, the motive is clear: having the choice between
commas and no commas, the reporter uses them because he
so secures a pause after he, and gives the word that emphasis
which in the speech delivered doubtless made the / that it
represents equivalent to I for my part.
Both Tom and John knew this; and, therefore, John—the soft-
hearted one—kept out of the way.—trollope.
It would not be possible to sanction an absolutely unlimited expendi-
ture on the Volunteers; the burden on the tax-payers would be too
great. He, therefore, wished that those who knew most about the
Volunteers would make up their minds as to the direction in which
there should be development.—Times.
After for and and beginning a sentence commas are often
used that are hardly even correct. It may be suspected that
writers allow themselves to be deceived by the false analogy
of sentences in which the and or for is immediately followed
by a subordinate clause or phrase that has a right to its two
commas. When there is no such interruption, the only possible
plea for the comma is that it is not logical but rhetorical, and
conveys some archness or other special significance such as is
hardly to be found in our two examples:
The lawn, the soft, smooth slope, the . . . bespeak an amount of
elegant comfort within, that would serve for a palace. This indication
is not without warrant; for, within it is a house of refinement and
luxury.—dickens.

